Districtwide Distance Education Steering Committee

Minutes for

Monday, December 14, 2009

12:00-1:30 p.m.

Virtual meeting via CCCConfer
Attendees

Gail Conrad,  Bill Craft, Fred Garces, Roger Gee, Dave Giberson, Andrea Henne, Mary Kingsley, Joe McGerald, Rechelle Mojica, Karen Owen, Katie Palacios, Sandra Pesce, Gerald Ramsey and Jim Wales.  
Minutes

The Committee reviewed the minutes from the November 16, 2009, meeting. Gail moved to approve the minutes and Gerald seconded.  The minutes were voted approved. All minutes are posted to http://www.sdccdonline.net/handbook/minutes.htm.

Update from the Colleges and Continuing Education
Bill announced that Hank will provide the Mesa College Update Report at the next meeting.  
Fred reported that he has been working on the proposal that he will present to Miramar College’s Academic Senate for possible adoption of Blackboard Vista’s anti-plagiarism software ‘SafeAssign.’  He has plans to meet with Miramar’s Academic Senate President to review the resolution before it is be presented at the first Academic Senate meeting in 2010.
Gerald reported that City College has hired a new web developer/administrator.  The new employee will be coming on board in January and will be responsible for the development and maintenance of City College’s website.  
Joe reported that the bulk, if not all, online curriculum at Continuing Education will be moving to the fee-based Community Education Program starting Fall 2010 after curriculum approval.  Joe added that Continuing Education will offer the same Fall 2009 online courses for Spring 2010.
Andrea reported that Vice Chancellors Otto Lee and Lynn Neault have discussed the use of ‘SafeAssign’ anti-plagiarism software and have decided to not activate the software due to District concerns with student privacy.  Gerald confirmed that City College’s administration shared the security concerns not only with ‘SafeAssign,’ but with Bonnie Peter’s proposal for Online Counseling Services as well.  Mesa College’s Academic Senate has sent a resolution to Otto Lee asking for limited activation of SafeAssign on a trial basis for Mesa College. Andrea announced that Randy Barnes recently renewed City College’s ‘TurnItIn’ license; she stated that she would be willing to advocate for a Districtwide ‘TurnItIn’ license if ‘SafeAssign’ is deemed unacceptable.  
EduStream Follow-up
Rechelle updated the group on the progress of securing the EduStream service agreements for each college.  She reported that she has followed up with Kent Keyser and the agreements have been signed. EduStream will provide server space for hosting multimedia and online resource materials.  Rechelle is waiting for directions from EduStream to activate the accounts.  Andrea assured the group that she is willing to assist the colleges with the administration of the accounts.  Andrea thanked Rechelle for her work on acquiring this important resource for the District.
Call for Presentations – Online Teaching Conference
Andrea has sent out a request-for-proposals for presentations at the 2010 Online Teaching Conference being held at City College June 16-18, 2010.  The 11th annual conference theme is "Engaging Every Online Student in Lean and Green Times."  Presentation proposals are accepted online at http://otc10.org/.  Andrea encouraged Committee members to participate in the event.
Course Management System Review and Strategic Planning
Andrea presented the SDCCD Online Learning Pathway’s Faculty Page at http://www.sdccdonline.net/faculty/index.htm.  She followed the link for Course Management System (CMS) Review at http://www.sdccdonline.net/faculty/CMS_Needs_Assessment_and_Review.pdf  where faculty and staff can access ‘Online Faculty Needs Assessment of Course Management System (CMS) - Tools for CMS Review and Planning’ which includes information on the District’s CMS background, describes the CMS selection process, and includes several important surveys.  Also available on the webpage is the ‘Schedule of Demonstrations’ and links to ‘Demo Archives’ and the ‘Faculty Feedback Data.’  Andrea reviewed the compiled data to date and focused on the need for more faculty input on this important decision.  Blackboard Vista will not be supported after 2012.  A districtwide decision must be made on whether to stay with Blackboard, or look for something better.  Andrea shared that review of course management systems will take place over the next year culminating in a selection of the best two or three systems.  Once the selections are completed, other decision makers will be asked to participate in the final selection process.  Andrea explained that three systems are next for review--Epsilen, Desire2Learn and Blackboard Learn 9.1.   Blackboard Learn 9.1 will be available Spring 2010.  The Committee agreed that use of a student focus group would be beneficial on making decisions regarding user interface.  Andrea shared that she would also like to include oncampus faculty input in the decision once the choices have been narrowed down.  Bill added that he would like DSPS input in the early stages of the District decision. Joe warned about the risk of using 3rd party hosting services, as it would limit District control over server issues.
Andrea invited the Committee to attend the upcoming Sakai CMS demonstration scheduled for February 19, 2010, 8-11 a.m., Mesa College LRC 432, Flex #55835, and future sessions TBA: Epsilen, Desire2Learn, Blackboard 9.1.
Next Meeting: Monday, February 8, 12:00-1:30 p.m., Continuing Education, North City Center Room 112, 8401 Aero Drive                       

Respectfully Submitted

By Mary Kingsley

