Districtwide Distance Education Steering Committee (DDESC)
Minutes for
Monday, April 11, 2011
12:00-1:30 p.m.
City College Rm D-102

Attendees

Elizabeth Barrington, Bill Craft, Gwyn Enright, Rob Ewell, Fred Garces, Roger Gee, Andrea Henne, Mary Kingsley, Jane Newcomb, Sandra Pesce, Angela Romero, and Alison Steinberg 

Minutes

The Committee reviewed the minutes from the March 14, 2011, meeting. Bill moved to approve, Elizabeth seconded. The group voted to approve the minutes with minor revisions submitted by Allison and Sandra. All minutes are posted to http://www.sdccdonline.net/handbook/minutes.htm.

Old Business

Andrea announced that City College’s Academic Senate approved the District’s Copyright Guidelines without revision. Andrea has forwarded the Guidelines to all Classified Senates for their approval. The NBC Learn news resource is not being considered at this time as there are no available funds for licensing. The District has purchased a 2011-2012 academic year Turnitin license that covers all online and web-enhanced courses without restriction.  The Turnitin powerlink will be used in both Blackboard Vista and Blackboard Learn.  Andrea would like to provide Turnitin training to oncampus instructors in the Fall. Instructors will need a course shell to access the Turnitin powerlink.  The group discussed how the State’s budget may affect the Summer schedule of online courses. Recent reports suggest the District will only be offering classes for year-round programs that are structured to include summer to meet program requirements, special contractual agreements, and students who have petitioned for summer graduation that need a specific course to complete their graduation requirements. Wherever possible those courses will be offered online. The District’s Student Registration system Reg-e will not be used; student’s will be offered enrollment via add code through the colleges' counseling departments.

Updates from the Colleges and Continuing Education

Jane shared that Continuing Education has not published course offerings for Summer 2011.  She reported that the pilot for Student Electronic Registration has been pushed to Fall 2011.

Sandra shared that EduStream is still in the testing phase. The anticipated 7,000 video clips that could be used as instructional resources have not been released. She reminded the group that there are 3,000 video clips presently available.

Gwyn shared that she and Karen Lim presented to a full house at the CCCC (Conference on College Composition and Communication) event. She reported that Andrea’s handout ‘Ready for Primetime’ was well received. She said the main concerns that were voiced surround online integrity/security and concerns about how robust subject content could be delivered online.

Rob reported that the City College instructional deans discussed online student preparation for online courses.  The group agreed that student and instructor readiness to learn and teach online plays a major role in the success of online students.  Liz asked Andrea to report on how many students are taking the Online Student Readiness Assessment. Rob received clarification on how the other colleges are evaluating online instructors. Andrea reminded the group that she has prepared a guideline document ‘Features of an Online Course’ for use by evaluators. The group agreed that both instructor and evaluator benefit from sitting and reviewing the course together. Bill asked that the faculty contract be a guide to evaluators.

Roger shared that he participated on a panel presentation to the Social Sciences Department at Mesa College where both students and faculty were in attendance. He showcased his work ‘My Lessons Learned’ discussing the ins and outs of online instruction. He said the group had a hard time grasping issues such as student authentication and the randomizing of test questions. Another one of the panelists, History instructor Brittany Adams, provided a presentation on Turnitin. The instructors in attendance were not fully convinced that the tool is effective. Panelist Melinda Campbell presented her online Philosophy course. Roger expressed that Melinda had an informative presentation and would be available to present her course at a future Steering Committee meeting.  

Liz reported that she used Turnitin for the first time on her student’s papers. She said that all of the papers had reports of plagiarism. Dave suggested that instructors use the ‘Revision of Assignment’ feature in Turnitin, which allows students to check their own work before submission. Fred shared that in a survey of instructors at Miramar, the majority of the instructors would rather use Turnitin over SafeAssign. Angela shared that she tells her students that anti-plagiarism tools will be used as a way to deter students from plagiarism.

Bb Learn 9.1 Pilot Faculty Recognition – April 29, 12-1 p.m., Miramar W-246

Andrea is planning to thank the Blackboard Learn pilot faculty with a recognition event on April 29. The pilot faculty for Spring 2011 are Benay Berl, Fred Garces, Kristan Clark, Darren Hall, Joe Safdie, Joseph Radzikowski, Aileen Crakes, Magdalena Gramada, and Richard Pelletier.  Andrea expressed appreciation for the pilot faculty’s willingness to learn and utilize the new course management system (CMS) in a very short timeframe.  Andrea thanked Fred for finding system bugs and providing his suggestions for CMS improvement. His suggestions have been submitted to Blackboard for their consideration.

2011 Online Teaching Conference – http://www.otc11.org

The California Educational Technology Consortium and Computer Using Educators’ 2010 Online Teaching Conference was held at City College last year. This year’s 2011 Online Teaching Conference will be held June 22- 24, 2011 at Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa. This conference focuses on faculty, staff, and administrators interested in online education. Early bird registration fees are $125 for people registering by April 20. Virtual attendance is free of charge, but registration is required.

2011 Horizon Report - http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/hr2011.pdf

Andrea presented copies of the Educause 2011 Horizon Report to Continuing Education and to the College's representatives. The report covers key trends in technology, critical challenges, technologies to watch, and the Horizon Project. It goes over anticipated timelines for the integration of newer technologies such as e-books, mobile learning devices, augmented reality, game-based learning, gesture-based computing, learning analytics and what implications technologies will have in teaching and learning.

Open Forum

Andrea went over the email she sent to instructors informing them to move or save information from their summer courses if it turns out their courses will not be offered this summer.  

Next Meeting:  Monday, May 9, 2011, 12-1:30 p.m. at Miramar College W-248
Respectfully submitted:  Mary Kingsley
