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Recommended Components of a Learning Module

The online course content is presented in learning modules with each module taught on a time-scheduled basis, such as one module per week.  Depending upon the learning objectives, all the modules may be available throughout the course or the modules may be time-released week by week.  If the courseware tools permit release of new material based on the results of the end-of-module assessment, this type of customization creates a learning path that meets the needs of individual learners.

Each module consists of 7 components:

1. Pre-Assessment- Prior to beginning the module, students are assessed to determine their entry-level knowledge of the topic. Assessments may take a variety of forms including: objective questions (scored automatically by the courseware), short answer or essay questions. Results of the module assessment will be compared with the PreAssessment to measure students' learning outcomes.

2. Learning Objectives - Include a lead-in statement such as, “Upon successful completion of this module, students will be able to...”  Module objectives must include the actions, performance criteria, and conditions of what the student will be able to do. 
List verbs which demonstrate a measurable outcome. Place the verb at the beginning of the objective. Some examples are: define, repeat, list, record, recall, relate, underline, translate, discuss, describe, identify, locate, report, interpret, dramatize, illustrate, schedule, sketch, apply, operate, evaluate, solve, calculate, etc.  Stress critical thinking activities. Explain briefly “how” the knowledge will be shown: ex., “ define, in writing, the influence of the Bauhaus movement on the design of contemporary buildings.” 
The objectives must relate in concept and language to both the Course Description and the concepts listed in the Outline of Topics on the syllabus.  Be concise and complete: ten is probably too many; one is not enough.

3. Assigned Reading - Reading assignments are required. Specify chapters, pages, documents, slides. Provide guided reading suggestions or points to look out for in the reading.

4. Assigned Writing - Writing assignments are required. Specifically identify the type of writing, outlining, etc. Explain the process for submitting the writing assignment and the evaluation criteria. Some suggested techniques are: 
a.  Posting to the discussion board 
b.  Transmitting a Word document (to instructor or shared with class)

5. Exercise/Activities - Provide an interactive exercise for the entire class or for groups. Suggested interactive exercises: 
a.   Discussion Forum with specific guidelines for quality/quantity of postings 
b.  Creation of individual or group PowerPoints via discussion board for student review and comment. 
c.  Student submission of web resources on the module topic. 
d.  Post a self-assessment quiz using the online assessment tools

6. For Further Study - Provide links to Web resources to engage students in further study.
7. Assessment - The purpose of the assessment is to measure the achievement of the Learning Objectives for this module. Suggested formats for the assessment: 
a.  Short essay questions. 
b.  Quiz items submitted via the Assessment Manager. The format of the assessment should match the format of the pre-assessment so that progress can be measured. 

Specify the instructor feedback concerning the assessment (how will feedback be provided, and when). Specify what the remediation process would be for students who miss meeting the learning objectives.
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